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CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PBOR, ET, KE, SO 

SUBJECT: KENYA AMBASSADOR JOINS ETHIOPIAN WARNINGS ON 
SOMALI ARMS DEAL 

REF: (A) STATE 143756 (B) ADDIS ABABA 2494 

SUMMARY: KENYA AMBASSADOR TO ETHIOPIA HAS AGAIN URGED US NOT 
SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA, PARTLY BECAUSE OF HIS OWN COUNTRY'S 
INTERESTS BUT PROBABLY ALSO AT BEHEST OP ETHIOPIANS WHO BE- 
LIEVE KENYANS HAVE MORE INPLUENCE ON AMERICAN DECISION MAKING 
THAN THEY. HE PURTHER BELIEVES US SHOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OP 
PRESENT ETHIOPIAN DIPFICULTIES WITH CUBANS TO PURSUE BETTER 
RELATIONS AND THAT ARMS SUPPLY CAN HAVE ONLY OPPOSITE EPPECT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. KENYA AMBASSADOR P.K. NGANATHA MADE STRONG PLEA TO ME AGAINST 
ANY US MILITARY SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH SOMALIA DURING 45- 
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MINUTE RIDE IN HIS CAR TO DEBRA ZEIT WHERE DONOR COUNTRY 
REPRESENTATIVES WERE INVITED TO VISIT ILCA RESEARCH STATION 
(INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK CENTER POR APRICA). HE USED ALL THE 
POINTS WHICH PMGSE FOREIGN MINISTER PELLEKE HAD MADE TO DAS 
HARROP IN NEW YORK ON JUNE 2 (REPTEL A) AND BERHANE DERESSA 
TO ME ON JUNE 5 (REPTEL B). HE THEN COMMENTED BITTERLY THAT US 
INTERESTS IN KENYA MAY NOT COUNT POR MUCH BUT THAT THEY WOULD 
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NECESSARILY BE AEEECTED BY ANY DECISION TO ARM THE COUNTRY 
WHICH PRESENTS ACTIVE MILITARY THREAT TO KENYA. HE EEELS THREAT 
IS EVEN STRONGER NOW THAT SIAD HAS LEARNED THAT HE CANNOT 
HOPE TO TAKE OGADEN AWAY EROM ETHIOPIA. 

2. 1 ATTEMPTED TO CONVINCE NGANATHA THAT WE WOULD CAREEULLY 
MONITOR SIAD'S ADHERENCE TO HIS PROMISE NOT TO USE EORCE 
OUTSIDE HIS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TERRITORY AND THAT DE- 
CISION TO SUPPLY DEEENSIVE ARMS HAD NOT BEEN REACHED. IN RE- 
SPONSE TO MY REMARK THAT HIS OWN EOREIGN MINISTER HAD NOT MADE 
STRONG PROTEST TO HARROP AND AMBASSADOR EEMELLE OVER EORTHCOMING 
MILITARY SURVEY MISSION, NGANATHA RETORTED THAT KENYA HAD MADE 
ITS CASE DIRECTLY TO PRESIDENT CARTER DURING VP MOPS VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON AND THAT IT SHOULDN'T HAVE TO KEEP REPEATING ITS 
POSITION. I SAID USG WANTS TO KEEP DIALOGUE OPEN WITH FRIENDLY 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS KENYA AND DIPLOMATS ARE OETEN CALLED UPON TO 
REPEAT THEIR POINTS, TO WHICH HE AGREED. 

3. LATER AT RESEARCH STATION OUT OE HEARING DISTANCE OE HIS 
DRIVER, NGANATHA ASKED, "DOESN'T US SEE RECENT SIGNS THAT 
ETHIOPIA IS HAVING DIEEICULTIES WITH CUBANS? (HE THEN REEERRED 
SPECIEICALLY TO NEGEDE GOBEZIE CASE AND PLIGHT OP CUBAN AMBASSA- 
DOR TO ETHIOPIA.) WHY SET EVERYTHING BACK AGAIN BY HELPING 
SOMALIA? ETHIOPIA'S MILITARY LEADERS ARE NOT EVEN AS COMMUNIST 
AS SIAD BARRE." 
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4. WITH MY THANKS POR HIS COMMENTS AND PROMISE TO REPORT THEM 
TO WASHINGTON, NGANATHA SEEMED SATISFIED POR THE MOMENT. AL- 
THOUGH HIS VIEWS ARE THOSE OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND HIS OWN PER- 
SONALLY, I HAVE THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT THE ETHIOPIANS 
HAVE DECIDED TO USE KENYAN ENTREE TO US, MUCH AS WE HAVE WITH 
THEM. THIS EMBASSY AS WELL AS KENYAN AMBASSADOR SHARE FELLEKE'S 
VIEWS THAT CLOSER US-SOMALI ARMS RELATIONSHIP IS BOUND TO 
ENDANGER OR CAUSE DETERIORATION IN ETHIO-US RELATIONS. THIS 
MAY, OP COURSE, BE THE PRICE WE HAVE TO PAY POR PROTECTION 

OP MORE IMPORTANT INTERESTS ELSEWHERE. 

MATHERON 
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